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Canadian Historical Dates and Events, 1492— ipij. By 
Francis J. Audet. Ottawa, George Beauregard, 1917 — 239 pp. 

Dr. A. G. Doughty, of the Archives Department at Ottawa, in his 
introductory note to Mr. F. J. Audet's Canadian Historical Dates 
and Events, I4g2-igi5, does not say a word too much in its com- 
mendation. The word indispensable must be sparingly used, even in 
regard to works of reference, but it can be applied unhesitatingly to 
Mr. Audet's book, which will become indispensable to every student of 
Canadian history and of contemporary politics in the Dominion. 

For Great Britain, and for the United States, there is no book with 
which it can be compared, except, for Great Britain, Beatson's Chron- 
ological Register of Both Houses of the British Parliament from the 
Union of 1708 to 1807, and Beatson's Political Index to the Histories 
of Great Britain and Ireland, which was published in 1806. Each of 
these books is in three volumes while Mr. Audet's handbook consists 
of but one volume. It differs from the two Beatson handbooks in that 
part of the information embodied in it may be described as unofficial 
or extra-official, while Beatson's Register and Index were compiled 
entirely from state records. There is no connection between church 
and state in Canada. The appointment of a bishop is not a matter 
which concerns any state department at Ottawa. The forty pages in 
Mr. Audet's book devoted to the hierarchies of the Roman Catholic 
and the Episcopalian churches in Canada — serviceable as they un- 
doubtedly are in a book of reference of this character — must conse- 
quently be based on extra-official records. The larger part of the 
book is based on records in the state departments, including the Ar- 
chives Department ; and it is the sources from which Mr. Audet has 
with painstaking care drawn so much of his material that give to the 
book one of its chief values. 

It would need a catalogue to set out all that the book includes as a 
register of political officeholders in Canada — Canada of the years 
before and of the half- century since Confederation. In addition there 
are tables giving the opening and closing dates of the sessions of Par- 
liament and of the provincial legislatures ; lists of treaties to which 
Canada is a party ; and tables of dates of memorable events in the 
political and military history of Canada. 

Canadian Historical Dates and Events is of the class of books that 
increase in size with frequency of issue, and in later issues there will 
no doubt be corrections of some mistakes that have crept into the first 
edition, and also an enlargement of the section headed " Leading 
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Political Events." As it stands this section is inadequate. There is 
no mention of the Cawley and Gait tariffs of 1858 and 1859, and 
none of the movement in and out of parliament for the right of the 
Dominion to make its own commercial treaties. The adoption of free 
trade in Great Britain in 1846, and the sweeping amendments to the 
old navigation code in 1847 — b°*h reforms made by Parliament at 
Westminster which added much to the political and economic freedom 
enjoyed first by the old British North American Provinces and later by 
the Dominion — are ignored ; and so are the several liberalizing amend- 
ments to the constitution of the United Provinces of 1840 which were 
made at Westminster between 1848 and i860. 

The conception of Mr. Audet's book is excellent. It is so good, 
and the book is so obviously serviceable, that it ought to be classed as 
a public utility, and with the church section omitted, to be published 
from time to time as a government handbook, much in the same way 
that the Canada Year Book is issued as a departmental publication. 

Edward Porritt. 
Hartford, Connecticut. 

A Short History of Japan. By Ernest Wilson Clement. 
Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 1915. — x, 190 pp. 

Japanese Government Documents, 1867-1889. Edited by W. 
W. McLaren. Tokyo, Asiatic Society of Japan, 1914. — ci, 681 pp. 

A Political History of Japan during the Meiji Era, 1867-1912. 
By Walter Wallace McLaren. New York, Charles Scribner's 
Sons, 1916.— 380 pp. 

Mr. Clement has enlarged the list of his contributions to knowledge 
about the Island Empire by an historical sketch that ranges from the 
"divine ages" to the end of the Meiji era in 1912. Somewhat less 
than half the material deals with the period before the establishment 
of the Tokugawa shogunate in 1603. Most of this is of scant interest 
to the average reader, for whom the book is intended, and could have 
been shortened to advantage. About one-fourth of the text relates 
to the period since 1867. An appendix describes the physiography 
and political divisions of the country, and furnishes lists of emperors 
and empresses, shoguns, regents and year-periods. 

Though a somewhat loose compilation from easily accessible works 
in English, the book is a readable introduction to the subject. At 
times, also, the author has given interpretations of his own to the 



